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MESSAGE FROM THE EAST

Welcome to September Brothers,
hopefully we have made it through the hottest §
part of the year. I very glad this summer we
were in our summer polos. August was an-
other busy month with degree work for our
Lodge. I'm very excited to see the amount of
inquiries in Widow’s Sons’ Lodge from grand @
f view. It has been a great resource for the next !
generation of Masons in our lodge.

Coles 1880-81

i

Duke 1898-99

I would like to thank Brother Arnold for .
providing the program this month. He did a
Bible Presentation from New Mexico ritu-
al. This 1s the presentation that is given to a
new Raised New Mexico Mason

v

1 Griffin to get a spot for our Table Lodge in
October please don’t hesitate. We plan to be
at capacity for our dinning room. We will have Day Lodge #58
join us for this celebration.

If you haven’t contacted myself or RW

I know I’ve said it before but I am excited for our
Forbes 1959 Lodge. We have a lot going on behind the scenes with our cate-
chism coaches. We have a handful of EAs and Fellowcraft that
will be Master Masons soon. Thank you to all that are supporting
!‘-3; these Brothers as the grow and learn in Freemasonry.
‘4\ Sincerely and Fraternally,
4 Jason A. Pattison
Hodges 2009 2024 Worshipful Master



http://www.google.com/url?q=http://wsl.avenue.org/&sa=U&ei=oE5eTqatDMPAgQfDrNTtAQ&ved=0CBAQFjAA&sig2=brCW9qD6tPOlteAtjATo5Q&usg=AFQjCNGC2MlZ56vcB22xBgoVNi5w2jSB7g
http://www.facebook.com/groups/219163418696/

g m Masonic Birthdays!

\ // # Call a Brother and wish

. / / him a Happy Masonic
\\//74 Birthday.

Name: Master Mason Degree:
Stephen G. Brown 09/25/1995
Ancel B. Davis, Jr. 09/20/1986
James F. Dickerson 09/01/1995
Craig M. Downing 09/01/1995
William K. Fields 09/20/1986
John E. Hopkinson 09/02/1982
Carlos E. B. McReddie 09/05/1984
Philip H. Nelson, Jr. 09/27/1999
Jason A. Pattison 09/16/2010
William H. Reichert 09/28/2017
Richard A. Rohm, Jr. 09/18/2002
Michael Sheftield 09/12/1975
David T. Simpson 09/16/2004
Charles M. Ward 09/20/1986

UPCOMING EVENTS

Anhhouncements

Widow’s Sons’ Lodge No. 60 Events:

Sep 3rd, 5:30 PM—WSL60 Officers Meeting at WSL60

Sep 4th, 7:30 PM—Fraternal Visit to Cabell Lodge No.
328

Sep 7th, 4-6 PM—District 10 Masonic Family Picnic,
Steak Dinner

Sep 9th, 7:30 PM—Fraternal Visit to Wadell Lodge No.
228

Sep 16th, 7:00 PM—WSL60 Stated Meeting, Dinner at
6:00 PM in Dining Hall (Attire— Coat and Tie)

Sep 24th, 6:00 PM—Charlottesville Commandery No. 3
Meeting in Red Room

Sep 24th, 7:00 PM—Keystone Chapter No. 59 Meeting
in Red Room

Oct Sth, 8:00 AM—Annual Family Day at MAHOVA

Oct 21st, 6:00 PM—Joint Table Lodge at WSL60

PRACTICAL TIPS TO IMPROVE OUR LIVES AS MEN AND MASONS

Why We Need Purpose

https://dariusforoux.com/why-purpose/?ref=refind

Lucky vs Repeatable

https://collabfund.com/blog/lucky-vs-repeatable/?ref=refind

The Masonic Roundtable

Do you want to hear some great discussions and conversations on Masonic Top-

ics?

The Masonic Roundtable is a weekly program with Masons from across the coun-
try.
Thursdays at 9:30PM Eastern / 8:30PM Central.

Every week is a new topic on a Masonic theme, ideal or program. Topics include
the 7 Liberal Arts and Sciences, the Scottish or York Rite, Youth Groups, Masonic
Ghost Stories, Volumes of Sacred Law and much, much more!!!!

https://www.youtube.com/user/MasonicRoundtable/

https://www.facebook.com/TheMasonicRoundtable/




THE LEVEL AND THE PLUMB
BY: UNKNOWN

Before you could become a Fellowcraft it was demanded of you that you become proficient in the work of
the First Degree that you learn 'by heart' a certain portion of the Ritual, and make yourself competent to 'stand and
deliver' it on occasion.

Such a memorization is the sole survival of that ancient custom of Operative Masonry of demanding from
the Apprentice, who had served the legal time (usually seven years), a Master's Piece and example of ability in Ma-
sonry by which his fellows could judge whether or no he had made good use of his time and was fit to be 'passed'
from the state of being but an Apprentice, to that of being a Fellow (or companion) of the Craft.

o Alas, that our modern Master's Piece is so modest in its re-

8 quired effort! For it takes no one very long, nor does it make much of
# a drain upon time or patience, to 'learn the words' by heart. Lucky is
he whose instructor is not content with teaching him just the words
and their order, but who insists upon in-structing as to their meaning
and their history.

The modern Fellowcraft Degree is, as a whole, emblematical
# of manhood to attain is to be grown up, Masonically speaking. As the
@ entered Apprentice Degree speaks of birth and babyhood, of first be-
&8 cinnings and first principles, so does the degree of Fellowcraft speak

4 of growth, of strength and of virility to those who have inward and
§ spiritual ears with which to hear. No thoughtful man can avoid the
impression that this degree is an attempt to emphasize the vital need
of knowledge to encourage study and research, to bring out the beau-
ty of wisdom. It is true that the liberal education which the degree
was once sup-posed to outline and encourage is no longer either liber-
al or educational in fact but it is still symbolical of all that a good Ma-
son should learn.

To understand the degree and what it attempts to do, one must have some knowledge of its history, and of
William Preston, who brought the vigor of a trained mind to bear upon the often hasty and ill considered lectures
with which it progenitors were given. He turned these lectures into the elaborate exposition of the five senses, the
seven liberal arts and sciences which we now have. In Preston's day such an exposition of knowledge was all inclu-
sive it is not Preston'€™s fault that he knew nothing of science as we know it that he knew nothing of medicine or
biology or archeology or criticism, or electricity or astronomy in the modern sense. There are those who would sub-
stitute for the Prestonian Lectures and the Prestonian-Webb form of the degree, wholly modern exposition of the
obtaining of knowledge. With such as these we have nothing to do our Fellowcraft Degree is hallowed with age,
and it is a lovely thing to do as have all those good brothers and fellows who have gone this way before us. But
there is nothing to prevent us from reading the degrees symbolically. We do not have to accept it as literal, any
more than we have to accept the first verse of the seventh chapter of Revelations:

'And after these things I saw four Angels standing on the four corners of the earth . . '

as proof that the earth is square and not round. We can consider the meaning of the degree, and govern our-
selves accordingly. And if we do so, we will start now, at once, to make ourselves earnest students not only of Ma-
sonic knowledge, but of knowledge in general. For of knowledge and its obtaining, this degree is most certainly a
teacher from the time of entry through the West Gate until the finish of the lecture, the entered Apprentice in the
process of being 'passed' is instructed, taught, given knowledge and urged that only by knowledge can he hope to
obtain complete growth and the final glory of Masonry and of life, the Sublime degree of Master Mason.




THE LEVEL AND THE PLUMB
~“CONTINUED

The most outstanding symbol in the degree of Fellowcraft is the Flight of Winding Stairs. In the Book of
Kings we find

'"They Went up With Winding Stairs into the Middle Chamber.' We go up 'with winding stairs' into 'The
Middle Chamber of King Solomon's Temple.' Also we travel up a winding stairs of life, and arrive, if we climb
steadfastly, at the middle chamber of existence, which is removed from birth, babyhood and youth by the steps of
knowledge and experience, but which is not so high above the ground that we are not as yet of the earth, earthy not
so high that we can justifiably regard it as more than a Stepping Off Place from which we may, perhaps, ascend to
the Sanctum Sanctorum that Holy of Holies, in which our troubled spirits find rest, our ignorance finds knowledge,
and our eyes see God.

There is a symbolism in the fact that the stairway "Winds." A straight stairway is not as easy to climb as a
winding one, which, because of the fact that it does wind, ascends by easier stages than one which climbs as a lad-
der. But, also, a straight stair has the goal in sight constantly, and while it may be more difficult in the effort and
strength required, it is easier because one can see where one is going. There is no faith needed in climbing a ladder
one can visualize the top and have its inspiration constantly before one as one rises rung after rung.

But the winding stairway is one which tries a man's soul. He
must 'Believe,' or he cannot reach the top. Nothing is clear before
him but the next step. He must take it on faith that there is a top, that
if he but climb long enough he will, indeed, reach a middle chamber,
a goal, a place of light. In such a way are the Winding Stairs and the
Middle Chamber symbols of life and manhood. No man knows what
he will become as a boy he may have a goal, but many reach other
Middle Chambers than those they visualized as they started the as-
cent. No man knows whether he will ever climb all the stairs the An- B
gel of Death may stand but around the corner on the next step. Yet,
in spite of a lack of knowledge of what is at the top of the stairs, in
spite of the fact that a Flaming Sword may bar his ascent, man
climbs. He climbs in faith that there is a goal and that he shall reach
it and no good Mason doubts but that for those who never see the glory of the Middle Chamber in this life, a lamp
is set that they may see still farther in another, better one.

We are taught that we should use that which God gave us, the five senses, to climb the remaining seven
steps of the stairway, which are the seven liberal arts and sciences. Again we must remember that William Preston,
who put such a practical interpretation upon these steps, lived in an age when these did indeed represent all of
knowledge. But we must not refuse to grow because the ritual has not grown with modern discovery. When we rise
by Grammar and Rhetoric, we must consider that they mean not only language but all methods of communication.
The step of logic means a knowledge not only of all methods of reasoning, but of all reasoning which logicians
have accomplished.

When we ascend by Arithmetic and Geometry, we must visualize all science since science is but measure-
ment, and all measurement in the true mathematical sense, it requires no great stretch of the imagination to read into
these two steps all that science may teach. The step denominated Music means not only sweet and harmonious
sounds, but all beauty poetry, art, nature, loveliness of whatever kind. Not to familiarize himself with the beauty
which nature provides is to be, by so much, less a man to stunt, by so much, a striving soul. As for the seventh step
of astronomy, surely it means not only the study of the solar system and the stars, as it did in William Preston’s day,
but also the study of all that is beyond the earth of spirit and the world of spirit, of ethics, philosophy, the abstract . .
.of deity.




THE LEVEL AND THE PLUMB
~CONTINUED

Preston builded better than he knew his seven steps are both logical in arrangement and suggestive in their
order the true Fellowcraft will see in them a guide to the making of a man rich in mind and spirit, by which, and
only by which riches, can the truest brotherhood be obtained and practiced.

The Fellowcraft Degree is one of action. Recall, if you will, where you wore your Cable-Tow but think not
that it confines action it urges it. A great authority has stated that the words come from the Hebrew, and mean, ef-
fect 'his pledge.” Here, then 'His Pledge' is for action, for a doing, a girding up, an effort to be made. What effort?
To climb, to rise! How? By the use of the five senses to take in and make Knowledge a part of the mind and heart.
What Knowledge? All Knowledge!

Conceived thus, the Fellowcraft Degree, from being a mere cere-
mony, a stepping stone from the Apprentice Degree to that of the Mas-
ter, becomes something sublime it is emblematic of the struggle of life,
not materially, but spiritually, and it is a symbol with high hope and en-
couragement constantly held forth. There 'is' a Middle Chamber the
steps 'do’ lead somewhere man 'can' climb them if he will. Not for the
drone, the laggard, the journeyer by the easy paths upon the level, but
for the fighter, the adventurer, the man with courage. for that which is
not worth working for and fighting for is not worth having. It is no easy
journey that we make through life, and it is no easy journey that we
make through the mazes of this degree. In its Middle Chamber lecture

The Level The Plumb are profound philosophies, deep truths, great facts concealed. He who is
a true Fellowcraft will study these for himself he will not be content
with the Prestonian lecture as an end it will be to him but a means.
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For thousands of years men saw the rainbow and the best they could do was call it a promise of God. So,
indeed, it may be to us all, but it is also a manifestation of beauty in nature, it is caused by the operation of well-
understood laws, and when artificially produced in the spectroscope, it is the key with which we unlocked the mys-
teries of the heavens. For as long as man has lived upon this earth the lightning has flashed and the thunder roared
to no end but terror and beauty. In the last few hundred years man has read the first part of the mysterious story of
electricity and taken for himself the power God put in nature. Had man been content merely with what he saw and
heard he would still be as ignorant as the beasts of the field.

So should the mysteries of the Fellowcraft be to you, my brother. It is but a great symbol, given in one even-
ing, of all that a man may make of his life. It is a lamp to guide your feet not, as Preston would have had it, both the
feet and the path. Preston and his brethren were Speculative Masons, indeed, but we are enlightened as he never
was so that if we fail to use the light he lit, or see by its radiance a greater Stairway and a higher climb than ever he
visualized, the fault is within us, and not in our opportunity.

There are thousands who pass through this degree who see in it only a ceremony, just as there are thousands
who see in a rainbow only the color in the sky, thousands who see a lightening flash only as a portent of danger. Be
you not one of these! Do you see the Winding Star an invitation, an urge to climb, to learn, to know, to reach that
Middle Chamber of your life from which you can look back on an effort well made, a life well spent, a goal well
won and then forward . . . to what awaits you in the final degree? For the Sublime Degree of Master Mason, to
which you aspire and which one day may be granted you, is a symbol, too . . . perhaps the greatest symbol man has
ever made for himself to point a way up a yet greater Winding Stair to a more vaulted Upmost Chamber, where the
real Master Mason, raised from a Fellowcraft, may reach up as a little child, and touch the hand of God!

Reprinted from “The Short Talk Bulletin”, Volume 3, Number 6. June 1925




WIDOW’S SONS’ LODGE NO. 60 & DAY LODGE NO. 58

Brethren, please join the members of Widow’s Sons’ Lodge No. 60 and Day Lodge No. 58 as we
participate in a Joint Table Lodge celebrating both Lodge’s 225th Anniversary.

Date: October 21st, Dinner at 6 PM

Open to all Master Masons, Fellow Crafts and Entered
Apprentices

NO CHARGE FOR MEAL!!!

Hosted at Widow’s Sons’ Lodge No. 60
in Charlottesville, VA.

Guest Speaker: RW Gary Dwight Huffman, Deputy Grand
Master

Attire: Business Suit

Seating is limited. Please RSVP to Widow’s Sons’ Lodge No. 60 Secretary
RW Mike Griffin, MGriffin@TGBLaw.com, Phone: 434-981-5428




AUGUST PRESENTATIONS

WM Pattison recognized the following : " , "
Brethen with Masonic Birthdays: S. Photo of Sarah Lincoln’s Family, recipi-
Fetcho, H. Hagenau, L. Hill, G. Hosaflook ent of the Community Builders Award

and K. Schlussel

b

(]

The Community Builder award was pre- WM Pattison presented Bro. Corin
sented by WM Jason Pattison to Sarah Fox with his Certificate for Cate-
Lincoln. chism Proficiency and Masonic Bible

Elected Officers for 2024

Worshipful Master: R.W. Jason Andrew Pattison  Senior Deacon: Bro. Thomas Matthew Castellanos
Senior Warden: R.W. Gregory Dean Hosaflook Junior Deacon: Bro. Randall Lee Arnold

Junior Warden: Wor. Christopher Nicholas Bragg Senior Steward: Bro. David Francis Riddick
Treasurer: R.W. James Friend Dickerson Junior Steward: Vacant

Secretary: R.W. Mike Daniel Griffin Marshall: Bro. Jacobi Keith Leathers

Chaplain: R.W. Philip Harding Nelson, Jr. Tyler: Bro. William Chester Olewnik, Jr.




Widow’s Sons’ Lodge No. 60 1799—2024

AF.&AM. The 225th Year of Service to the
P. O. Box 6262 Charlottesville Community and beyond.
Charlottesville, VA 22906 “Freemasonry, a way of life”

Return Service Requested

DATED MATERIAL
PLEASE PROCESS

CHARLOTTESVILLE’S WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S

Brothers, we are looking for members to join the Freemason Team for the
Walk to End Alzheimer’s being held in Charlottesville on October 27th.
The walk will start at 1:30 PM at the
WALK TO Martha Jefferson Hospital at:
500 Martha Jefferson Drive, Charlottesville, VA

ALZHEIMER'S Freemason Team Captain is Bro. Mark S. Chapman
alzheimer’s % association’ Ph# 434.227.6702,
Email: agw123@earthlink.net
You can also offer financial support at the following

Registration Link:

https://act.alz.org/site/TR/Walk2024/\VVA-CentralandWesternVirginia?
team id=855708&pg=team&fr id=17977




